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“In just two short years, our communities
have now become historically vulnerable to
rampant and out-of-control crime.
Our communities are less safe because

of the Left's fanatical desire to
and assign
that oversee criminal
activity—many times letting the criminal
off the hook. Until the Biden Administration
listens to the American people, crime will,
unfortunately, continue to wreak havoc on
our precious communities.”

Pam Bondi
CO-CHAIR OF THE CENTER FOR LAW & JUSTICE

“It is unfortunate that in 2022, America
is facing a historic crime crisis that has
proven to be a disastrous result of the
radical Left's Jtis
time that the Biden Administration takes
seriously the concerns of the overwhelming
number of American citizens who believe
crime is negatively affecting the quality of
their lives.”

Matt Whitaker
CO-CHAIR OF THE CENTER FOR LAW & JUSTICE




2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

PROVIDE SAFE AND SECURE
COMMUNITIES SO ALL
AMERICANS CAN LIVE THEIR
LIVES IN PEACE

NATIONWIDE CRIME IS STILL ON THE RISE, BUT WHY?

Crime continues to plague American communities across the Nation. In the wake of the widespread civil unrest
and violence that beset much of the country in 2020, crime rose to levels unseen in decades. Unfortunately, while
the riots and looting have abated, overall crime rates have not.

Amid the Nationwide civil unrest in 2020, there was a 30% increase in murder—the largest single-year increase
ever reported in the U.S. Despite that historic one-year rise, violent crime has plateaued and seemingly become
the new normal, as the murder rate remains 30% above its 2019 level. In the Nation’'s major cities, homicides were
42.6% higher in 2022 compared to 2019. In just the past year, robbery has increased by 13%, larceny by 20%, motor
vehicle thefts by 21%, and residential and nonresidential burglaries by 6% and 8%, respectively.

In the wake of the dangerous and ill-conceived “Defund the Police” movement, police departments nationwide
have seen a mass exodus of law enforcement officers who are either resigning, retiring, or relocating in numbers
not seen in a generation. The loss of talented, dedicated law enforcement officers has only compounded the
crime crisis afflicting too many of our Nation's communities.

According to a study by the Law Enforcement Legal Defense Fund, from June 2020 to April 2021, the number
of officers who quit their jobs increased by 24% at the Nation’s largest agencies. Overall, voluntary departures
increased by 18%, and separations and voluntary retirements spiked by 14%. According to a survey from the Police
Executive Research Forum, from 2020 to 2021, there was a 45% increase in retirements and a nearly 20% spike
in resignations. In departments with 500 or more officers, the retirement rate increased by nearly 30%, and new
police hiring dropped by 5%.

Progressive prosecutors pursuing liberal social justice policies through decriminalization and lenient sentencing
practices have only made matters worse by undermining the rule of law and endangering the right of all
Americans to live their lives in safe and secure communities peacefully.

The culmination of these phenomena—depleted police forces and soft-on-crime criminal justice policies—
continues to drive this nationwide crime crisis. Unfortunately, due to a lack of comprehensive reporting, the
true picture of the state of crime in America has never been more unclear. According to the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, only 46% of violent victimizations were reported to police in 2021 and only 40% in 2020.

AMERICA FIRST POLICY INSTITUTE | CENTERFORLAW & JUSTICE


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/23/briefing/crime-rates-murder-robberies-us.html
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/mar/07/us-cities-defund-police-transferring-money-community
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jemimamcevoy/2021/04/29/historic-police-exodus-in-cities-most-impacted-by-racial-justice-unrest-new-data-shows/?sh=4cb90ab18cf2
https://www.foxnews.com/us/police-exodus-crisis-officers-ditching-job-rate-never-seen-before
https://www.foxnews.com/us/police-exodus-crisis-officers-ditching-job-rate-never-seen-before
https://www.foxnews.com/us/americas-largest-police-departments-significant-increase-departures
https://www.policeforum.org/workforcesurveyjune2021
https://www.policeforum.org/workforcesurveyjune2021
https://americafirstpolicy.com/latest/20221019-progressive-prosecutors-undermine-safe-and-secure-communities#:~:text=Fundamentally%2C%20the%20America%20First%20Policy%20Institute%20believes%20in,notion%2C%20as%20the%20following%20examples%20demonstrate.%20San%20Francisco
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/criminal-victimization-2021
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/criminal-victimization-2021

Additionally, in its first year of use, the Federal Bureau of Investigation's new reporting system—the National
Incident-Based Reporting System—Ilacked data from about 40% of law enforcement agencies who did not
participate, including the Nation's two largest cities—New York City and Los Angeles.

The America First Policy Institute is committed to ensuring that every American feels safe in their home and
secure in their community and that our law enforcement community is fully supported. The following pages will
highlight how crime has affected 10 major U.S. cities, more accurately depicting the nationwide crime epidemic
as it really is, as well as our solutions to prevent this crisis from coming to a neighborhood near you.

U.S. MAJOR CITIES HOMICIDE & AGGRAVATED ASSAULT: MIDYEAR 2019-2022

@@= HOMICIDES | RANGE: 5,250-9,750 e=m@=s AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS | RANGE: 200,000-350,000

Homicides remain 42.6%
higher, and Aggravated
Assaults remain 34.5%

higher in 2022 than in 2019.

Source: Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA) — Violent Crime Reports
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https://nypost.com/2022/10/05/new-fbi-national-crime-data-released-with-major-holes-in-nyc-la/
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

THE “FERGUSON EFFECT” REMAINS IN EFFECT

In 2015, homicides skyrocketed following widespread civil unrest and riots in Ferguson, Missouri—15 miles away from
St. Louis. In the immediate aftermath of anti-police protests, self-initiated arrests fell 62%, foot patrols dropped
82%, and pedestrian checks declined by 76%, according to a recent study. This reduction in police activity—known
as the Ferguson Effect—persisted for two years and is seemingly still in effect today.

ST. LOUIS RISING CRIME: 2022 ST. LOUIS POLICE FORCE

Since 2017, 819 officers left the
“ BURGLARY 20% -

St. Louis Metro Police Department.

% stoLenproperTY  +107% [ -
° In the last year, the police
AUTO-THEET +46% _ force has seen a decrease

of 11.5% officers and

[T, VANDALISM +21% [N detectives.

: ST. LOUIS HOMICIDES: 2014-2022

=@ HOMICIDES | RANGE: 25-275

Historic High

St. Louis is know as America’s Murder Capital.

3x More Dangerous
than Mexico & Central America

In 2020, Homicides
reached a historic
high of 264 a

136.8%

increase from 2019.

Only 3 less than the record set in 1993.

Worst Homicide Rate in 50 years with
87 of every 100,000 residents.

Source: St. Louis Metro Police Department, NIBRS Crime Statistics | MCCA
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0047272721001936
https://www.slmpd.org/crime_stats.shtml
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

WASHINGTON. D.C.

S —

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

D.C.’S NEWEST MONUMENT: “BLACK LIVES MATTER PLAZA NW”

Civil unrest took centerstage nationwide during the summer of 2020, and a two-block area of 16th Street NW near
the White House served as the locals’ spot to squabble with D.C. National Guard, Federal Protective Services, and
local law enforcement. Dubbed “Black Lives Matter Plaza,” you would find cars ablaze, the historic St. John's Episcopal
Church and the Hay Adams hotel boarded up, and protestors chanting “Defund the Police.” Mayor Muriel Bowser
named the plaza after the eponymous movement with the battle cry inscribed on the street and proposed a 6%
cut from the police budget. However, in order to keep up with attrition, 37 previously fired D.C. police officers have
been reinstated during her tenure, with the city awarding 36 of them a total of $14.3 million in back pay, according
to a recent report by the city auditor. Despite high crime rates and a veto from the mayor, the D.C. Council passed
progressive reforms that were overturned by a bipartisan congressional intervention.

D.C. RISING CRIME
£ RoBBERY (20212022)  +29% |G
_ 1 . Chance of being a
&2 AUTO-THEFT (2020)  +50% [N + 6% IN 2022 IN 2 victim of any crime

WASHINGTON, D.C. HOMICIDES: 2014-2022

@@= HOMICIDES | RANGE: 30-230

18-year
High

Homicides remain

138.7%

higher in 2022
than in 2019.

Source: D.C. Metro Police Department, District Crime Data | MCCA
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https://washington.org/visit-dc/black-lives-matter-plaza
https://www.npr.org/local/305/2020/08/18/903509673/d-c-says-defund-the-police-message-at-b-l-m-plaza-was-erased-due-to-road-work
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/10/06/dc-police-fired-reinstated-backpay/
https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/district-crime-data-glance
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

- BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

MARILYN MOSBY’S ANTI-POLICE RHETORIC DID MORE HARM THAN GOOD

In 2015, Baltimore City prosecutor Marilyn Mosby controversially attempted to charge six police officers ranging
from manslaughter to murder following an in-custody death. All of the officers were cleared of the charges, and the
Department of Justice later concluded the evidence was insufficient to prove the officers willfully engaged in civil
rights violations. Mosby’s hostility toward the police disheartened officers and dissuaded proactive policing. The
following year, arrests fell 28% while murders rose 55%, and the Baltimore Police Department netted 1 officer
hired for every 14 who left.

BALTIMORE RISING CRIME: 2022 Overall

+. ROBBERY «13% [
cariacking  +18% [ ASSAULTS +9% i

i casstation +70% [ NEGKTEEGTNNEEE € BURGLARY % |
GROCERY 8% [ 2 auto-THeErT  +12% [

BALTIMORE HOMICIDES: 2014-2022

a=@== HOMICIDES | RANGE: 200-400

£5 LARCENY % [

Change after 2015
anti-police protests:

Arrests/Stops

‘ 28% Homicides remain
Homicides t 5708%

t 63% higher in 2022

than in 2014.

Source: Baltimore Metro Police Department Incident Report | MCCA
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https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/02/magazine/marilyn-mosby-freddie-gray-baltimore.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/28/us/charges-dropped-against-3-remaining-officers-in-freddie-gray-case.html
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/federal-officials-decline-prosecution-death-freddie-gray
https://www.policedefense.org/less-policing-more-murders/
https://www.policedefense.org/less-policing-more-murders/
https://data.baltimorecity.gov/documents/police-department-baltimore-maryland-incident-report-week-ending-12-17-2022/explore
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

POLICE FUNDING TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE

Last year, Congress passed the Invest to Protect Act of 2022, which claimed to fund police and public safety.
Unfortunately, the bill only applied to departments with fewer than 125 officers. The Atlanta Police Department, which
has approximately 1,600 officers, was disqualified from receiving federal funding under the Act but nonetheless
remains 400 officers under its “authorized strength.” In order to combat rising crime, Atlanta needs to hire upwards
of 500 more officers, and it has been asking the state legislature for money, recruiting from New York City and
surrounding areas, and even offering retention incentives to its officers in order to prevent them from leaving. One
effort in particular that addresses both the recruitment and retention in law enforcement and the communities they
serve is the construction of a new $90 million Public Safety Training Facility by the Atlanta City Council, funded
by the non-profit Atlanta Police Foundation. However, this effort is being met with social justice activists violently
attacking police officers in protest of what they call “Cop City.”

ATLANTA RISING CRIME: 2022 FENTANYL DEATHS: 2019-2021

According to Georgia's
“ BURGLARY +14% - g o

Y Attorney General's Office, (y
g SHOPLIFTING +15% - fentanyl-involved overdose 218 (1)

deaths increased by

ATLANTA HOMICIDES & AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS: 2014-2022

e=@== HOMICIDES | RANGE: 75-175 e=@== AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS | RANGE: 1,750-3,250
Per capita, ATLANTA is worse than CHICAGO: Assaults
Homicide Rate 17 per 100,000 Increase;i
Aggravated Assault Rate 386 per 100,000 t 75 %
from 2018

Homicides
skyrocketed

1 60*

from 2020

Homicides remain 71.7%
higher, and Aggravated
Assaults remain 57.5% higher
in 2022 than in 2019.

Source: Atlanta Police Department Cobra Report | MCCA
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https://americafirstpolicy.com/latest/20221020-analysis-of-h.r-6448-the-invest-to-protect-act-of-2022
https://americafirstpolicy.com/latest/20221021-bipartisan-police-funding-bill-will-do-little-to-reduce-crime
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/35-detained-after-violence-at-protest-at-site-of-new-atlanta-police-training-center
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/35-detained-after-violence-at-protest-at-site-of-new-atlanta-police-training-center
https://www.atlantapd.org/i-want-to/crime-data-downloads
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

MORE VIOLENT CRIME IN THE WINDY CITY’S FORECAST

In early 2022, Chicago’s political leadership announced a new ‘foot-pursuit’ limitation on its officers. Originating from
a 2016 Chicago Tribune report that criticized the department’s personnel for chasing violent criminals on foot, a
Justice Department report reiterated those findings, and a consent decree was enacted by a state judge with the
city of Chicago. Compounding problems, Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot proposed an $80 million budget cut from
the Chicago Police Department (CPD), with $34 million of which had been for vacant officer positions, exacerbating a
problem for the depleted CPD, who lost 900 officers in 2021 and only added 247—totaling a deficit of approximately
1,700 officers over the last five years.

CHICAGO RISING CRIME: 2022

+J ROBBERY 4% [ RATE PER 100,000
8 BURGLARY 4% [} {8 AGGRAVATED ASSULT 114

Overall
oy THEFT +se% [ . ROBBERY 161 _|_41%

&£ auvto-thert  w102% [ < MURDER 13
CHICAGO HOMICIDES: 2014-2022

a=@== HOMICIDES | RANGE: 375-825

Crime

Change after 2020
anti-police protests:

Most since 1996
2016 ACLU lawsuit
curtailed Chicago

Police Department’s Arrests/Stops
ability to make stops ‘ 53%
and searches.
Arrests/Stops Homicides
% o
3 82% 1 65%
Homicides

158%

Homicides remain

1 41.7%

higher in 2022
than in 2019.

Source: Chicago Police Department CompStat | MCCA
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https://www.npr.org/2022/06/22/1106654201/chicago-police-will-no-longer-be-allowed-to-chase-people-on-foot
https://www.chicagotribune.com/investigations/ct-chicago-police-shooting-foot-chase-met-20160907-story.html
https://www.justice.gov/opa/file/925846/download
https://chicagopoliceconsentdecree.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/FINAL-CONSENT-DECREE-SIGNED-BY-JUDGE-DOW.pdf
https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/2020/lightfoot-budget-80-million-defunding-police/
https://www.policemag.com/629917/chicago-police-losing-more-officers-than-they-hire
https://www.civicfed.org/civic-federation/blog/chicago-police-department-staffing-analysis
https://home.chicagopolice.org/wp-content/uploads/CompStat-Public-2022-Year-End-1.pdf
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/
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CRIME IS NOTHING NEW IN THE MOTOR CITY

After the Civil Rights movement in the 60s and the decline in auto manufacturing, the once vibrant Motor City is
better known now for its poverty-stricken desolate neighborhoods, rampant with crime. Although some areas of the
city are attempting to revive Detroit's reputation, crime continues to plague every corner, with even police officers
fleeing the city in record numbers. As of September, Detroit Police Department had lost 223 sworn officers in 2022
alone, averaging 28 per month, or almost one a day. Although homicides reached a 50-year low in 2018, murders are
up again by 12% from 2019 to 2022, and Detroit finished 2022 with the third highest murder rate among major U.S.
cities for the year. Despite a slight reduction in violent crime in 2022, Detroit Police Chief James White has said, “We
are not satisfied,” and “these numbers are still way too high.”

DETROIT RISING CRIME: 2022

DETROIT POLICE FORCE HOMICIDE

RATE
% 3.8
£ BURGLARY +22% [N 1 0 3 .
SINCE 2021, per 100,000
i, PROPERTY CRIME +22% [ of Detroit Police
. Department officers
€= AUTO-THEFT +22% - have left the force.

DETROIT HOMICIDES: 2014-2022

em@=m AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS | RANGE: 8,750-12,250

Aggravated Assaults
remain 11.5% higher in
2022 than in 2019.

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) | MCCA
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https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/
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2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

MANHATTAN DA HAS NOTHING TO BRAGG ABOUT

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg was elected on a platform of progressive criminal justice reform and
increasing police accountability. On day one, he declared that his office would no longer pursue charges for “low-
level” offenses and directed his staff against aggressively charging for robbery, assault, and gun possession offenses.
In concert with New York Attorney General Letitia James, who is seemingly more preoccupied with suing the former
President of the United States, they both have passively allowed violent crime to increase by 29% over the last year
while actively ignoring New Yorkers' pleas to get it under control.

NEW YORK RISING CRIME: 2022 Violent

I ASSAULTS 4% [}
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]
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[
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NEW YORK HOMICIDES AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS: 2016-2022

@ HOMICIDES | RANGE: 275-500 am@em AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS | RANGE: 27,500-41,500

Change after 2020
anti-police protests:

Arrests/Stops

4 38%

Homicides

158%

Homicides remain 37.3%
higher, and Aggravated
Assaults remain 29.9%

higher in 2022 than in 2019.

Source: NYPD CompStat 2.0 | MCCA
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https://nypost.com/2022/01/20/manhattan-da-alvin-bragg-stands-by-soft-on-crime-staff-memo/
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2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

THE IRONIC CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE

In late 2022, Pennsylvania lawmakers filed articles of impeachment against twice-elected Philadelphia District
Attorney Larry Krasner, a self-proclaimed “progressive prosecutor” who campaigned on the promise to end cash
bail and reduce mass incarceration. The two articles of impeachment accuse Krasner of being derelict in his
obligations to the victims of crime, which is understandable considering that 499 people were murdered in
2020—a 50% increase from 2019 and a spike 30% higher than the national average—with only 42% of the murders
being solved. Since then, back-to-back years of 500-plus murders, and the impeachment trial now looms in the

Commonwealth Courts.

PHILADELPHIA RISING CRIME: 2022 Overall
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PHILADELPHIA HOMICIDES: 2014-2022
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Homicides remain

1 45.4%

higher in 2022
than in 2019.

Source: Philadelphia Police Department CompStat | MCCA
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https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2021&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0240&pn=3607
https://www.fox29.com/news/philadelphia-500-homicides-2022-concerns-about-crime-gun-violence-continue
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania-politics/pennsylvania-senate-delays-krasner-impeachment-trial-amid-court-case/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LAeBvsVhHlkgZsN8hnq_sgYm4_3mVLd7
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

RECALLED: WHY BOUDIN IS NO LONGER THE DA BY THE BAY

Chesa Boudin served less than half of his term as San Francisco’s District Attorney before being removed from office
due to public outcry over the disastrous public safety crisis caused by his progressive criminal justice policies. During
his short tenure, home burglaries jumped 40%, homicide jumped 40% in 2020 and 16.7% in 2021, and smash-
and-grab robberies became a trend on social media. Boudin's recall and removal were notable given the proudly
progressive nature of Bay Area politics, but the lawlessness was too much for San Franciscans.

SAN FRANCISCO RISING CRIME: 2022 Overall

According to San Francisco's
+9% [ 9

L. ROBBERY Chief Medical Examiner,

ASSAULTS s14% [l

@ LARCENY 2% [ : 1 of the 451

accidental drug overdose deaths
this year involved fentanyl.

SAN FRANCISCO HOMICIDES: 2019-2022

a=@== HOMICIDES | RANGE: 40-60
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Homicides remain

136.6"

higher in 2022
than in 2019.

Source: San Francisco Police Department Crime Dashboard | MCCA
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2022 YEAR END REVIEW — CRIME IN AMERICA: A PREVENTABLE CRISIS

GASCON DODGED A BULLET ON RECALL, OR DID HE?

Los Angeles District Attorney George Gascon has survived multiple recall efforts by his constituents; however, only
time will tell how long he'll be able to avoid the consequences of his misguided criminal justice policies, which have
caused an uptick in violent crime and theft in the city. His progressive policies, like no-cash bail for misdemeanor and
non-violent felony charges, have fueled the charge behind the recall effort. At the end of 2022, a veteran LA County
prosecutor left the DA's office after 28 years due to Gascon's progressive reforms and management style, which have
alienated his colleagues and turned the Nation’s largest district attorney’s office into a “managerial dumpster fire,”
according to his exit letter.

Overall

+8%

) LARCENY +22% - Crime

LOS ANGELES RISING CRIME: 2022
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surcLArY  +22% [ & auto-tHert  +10% [

LOS ANGELES HOMICIDES: 2014-2022
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Change after 2020
anti-police protests:

Arrests/Stops

4 33%

Homicides

158%

Homicides remain 50%
higher, and Aggravated
Assaults remain 17.1% higher
in 2022 than in 2019.

Source: LAPD CompsStat | MCCA
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https://www.foxnews.com/us/los-angeles-prosecutor-pens-scathing-exit-letter-progressive-da-george-gascon
https://www.lapdonline.org/office-of-the-chief-of-police/office-of-special-operations/detective-bureau/crime-mapping-and-compstat/
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/resources/

AMERICA FIRST
APPROACH

% Hold perpetrators accountable for
their crimes and stop the progressive
movement’s criminals-first, victims-last
approach to criminal justice.

% Communities should also focus
enforcement on quality-of-life crimes and
aberrant behavior to promote stronger and
more stable communities.

% Enhance penalties for assaults on law
enforcement officers while acting in the line
of duty.

% Prioritize community outreach and develop
strong and positive relationships between
the community and the police.

% Encourage innovative recruiting and

retention efforts to build up and sustain a
robust law enforcement community.
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