


Template 1: Public School – Pre-emptive Letter Accompanying Application
[Administrator’s Name] 
[School Name]
[School Address] 
[City, State, ZIP]

Dear [Administrator’s Name],
I am writing in conjunction with the application for recognition and formation of [Organization Name Club/Chapter] on campus. In addition to meeting all institutional requirements for recognition [Organization Name Club/Chapter] represents needed viewpoint diversity on campus and is an expression of our First Amendment rights.
[Organization Name Club/Chapter] has met the [School Name] requirements for[club/chapters] approval:
· [Insert school requirements that you have met in bullet form, list the published school requirements with section numbers and references, and provide evidence of satisfying the requirements.]
This application is submitted with the understanding that [School Name], as a public institution, is obliged to uphold the principles of the First Amendment. The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution prohibits discrimination on the basis of viewpoint, and as the Supreme Court reiterated in the case of Healy v. Jones, schools are not enclaves separate from the First Amendment and cannot deny a student group recognition due to ideological content. In fact, the Court has repeatedly declared that the protection of the constitutional right to freedom of expression and association is nowhere more vital than in schools and the classroom, (Shelton v. Tucker & Keyishian v. Board of Regents). 
We note that [school name] has authorized the creation of the following student groups within the same category of [club/chapter] purpose:
· [list any officially recognized student groups with different/opposing views].
Our application represents not only an important opportunity for viewpoint diversity on campus, but also an opportunity for [school name] to demonstrate its commitment to equal treatment. With that in mind, we hope and expect that [school name] will stay true to its commitments in [list charter or published policy commitment to ideological diversity] by promptly reviewing and accepting our application.
Respectfully,
[Your full name]




